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Introduction

Our lodge is located on a plain known as the 
Ayllu de Larache, once inhabited by an ancient 
Atacameño community. We have respected the 
original layout of the land and restored and 
maintained some of the buildings.

Opened in 1998, our lodge is situated on 17 
hectares (42 acres) of grounds just a few minutes’ 
walk from the town of San Pedro de Atacama. 
In the area surrounding the lodge we have 
maintained the ancient pathways and buildings, 
which form a labyrinth that invites exploration.

How to get there

From the airport in Santiago (SCL), take a 
connecting flight to Calama (CJC), which lasts 
about two hours. Our staff will meet you at the 
airport and take you to the Hotel de Larache, a 
trip which lasts about one hour. 

Regular transfer schedule

Transfer schedule subject to change without 
prior notice. It is about a one hour drive between 
Calama and explora Atacama.

Arrivals Pick Up
• Calama Airport (CJC):  
 8:00 AM – last flight of the day
• Calama Hotels: 
 9:00 AM – time is confirmed the day before 
• Border Crossings:
 Hito Cajon, Paso Jama, and Paso Sico 12:00 PM
• Hotels or Bus Terminal in San Pedro de  
 Atacama: Exact pick up time will be confirmed  
 the day before 
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*explora does not recommend the last flight 
of the day, as the van ride to the hotel will be  
at night, arrival to the hotel will be late, there 
will be no available dining services upon arrival 
(only a snack will be provided in your room), 
and you will not be able to plan a morning 
exploration for the following day. 

Departures Drop Off 

• Calama Airport (CJC): 
 Departure is about 3 hours prior to flight
• Border Crossings Hito Cajon, Paso Jama,  
 and Paso Sico:
 Departure around 8:00 AM – this transfer 
 includes box-lunch

Programs

Our programs have a minimum stay of 3 nights, 
available year round at explora Atacama. In order 
to ensure generous time to enjoy this unforgettable 
experience, explora suggests a longer stay.

Programs include:
• Transfer between Calama Airport and   
 explora Atacama.
• Accommodations.
• Full board. 3 meals per day. Bar.
• Daily explorations in groups no larger   
 than 8, with bilingual guides and  
 equipment. At explora Atacama we 
 offer treks, horseback rides, cycling 
 explorations, high-mountain climbs,  
 and stargazing sessions. 
• All explora’s rates include entrance fee to  
 Nature Reserves.



Accommodations

Our lodge has 50 comfortable rooms, each 
designed to maximize silence and privacy. They 
are tastefully designed with wooden ceilings 
and floors of stone and tiles. Each has a small 
living area, a hydromassage bath, and beds 
designed for deep, pleasurable sleep after a day 
of exploration:

• Tulur room: 33 sq. mt (355 sq. ft), with a view  
 of the Cordillera de la Sal.
• Yali Room: 33 sq. mt (355 sq. ft), with a view  
 of the countryside.
• Suite Catur: 50 sq. mt (538 sq. ft), with  
 balconies and views of the countryside.
• Family Plan Room: we offer connected rooms  
 in Tulur category for Family Plan programs.

Services

• Connected rooms for family plan.
• Dining room serving explora quality cuisine.
• Bar.
• Wine tastings.
• Room service.
• In-room telephones with national  
 and international direct dialing service. 
• WiFi, Internet, and computers 
 available in the bar area.  
• Gift shop featuring explora apparel, books,  
 and local crafts.      
• Meeting room.
• Library.
• Traveler’s bar.
• Outdoor verandas and patios.
• Observatory with a Meade 16”f/10  
 LX200R Advanced RD Telescope.
• Private stables.
• Laundry Service.
   

Pools

• 4 connected outdoor pools.
• Saunas, steam baths, and outdoor jacuzzi.
• Tturi Puri massage room. 

Altitude

San Pedro de Atacama is 2,500 meters  
(8,200 feet) above sea level. Some of the 
explorations may take you to over  
4,300 meters (14,180 feet) for a short while.  
If you participate in High Mountain Climbing, 
you will find yourself between 5,500 and  
6,100 meters (18,000 and 20,000 feet).

Explorations have special acclimatization 
requirements in order to help you comfortably 
adjust to the altitude. See explorations for more 
information about acclimatization.   

Climate: In Atacama all months are vibrant 

San Pedro de Atacama enjoys clear skies 
and sunshine 90% of the year. Because of 
its altitude, San Pedro has more moderate 
temperatures. Daytime temperatures average 
from 8ºC (46.4ºF) to 23ºC (73.4ºF) in winter and 
from 12ºC (53.6ºF) to 25ºC (77ºF) in summer, 
with highs of more than 30ºC (86ºF). The level 
of UV radiation is high.

 MONTHLY TEMPERATURE CHART DURING DAYLIGHT

  HIGH  LOW

  (Median with  (Median with
  daylight)  daylight)

  ºC  ºF  ºC  ºF
January  24.2  75.6  12.5  54.5

February  24.6  76.3  12.1  53.8

March  24.2  75.6  12.0  53.6

April  23.0  73.4  12.2  53.9

May  22.2  72.0  8.7  47.7

June  21.6  70.9 7.5  45.5

July  22.9  73.2  10.2  50.4

August  22.3  72.1  10.6  51.1

September  23.5  74.3  11.4  52.5

October  24.5  76.1  11.1  51.9

November  25.1  77.2  12.5  54.5

December  25.4  77.7  10.7  51.3

Best Time to Visit

Year round.

Clothing

Explorations require clothing suitable for active 
pursuits outside. Warmer clothing is necessary 
when climbing heights and walking early in the 
morning or the late afternoon. We recommend 
bringing all that’s necessary for protection from 
the sun. The key to comfort and warmth is 
layering. The bottom layer—the base layer—
should be composed of synthetic fabrics, which 
wick away sweat and moisture in order to keep 
you dry and warm. The purpose of the second 
and third layer is to provide insulation. Finally, a 
fourth—outer layer—should be a jacket which 
can function as a windbreaker and/or raincoat.  

b a s e  l a y e r

• Short and long-sleeved synthetic shirts.   
 Button down style shirt is okay. 
• We suggest thermal underwear for high ascents 
 or to visit the geysers, especially during the  
 winter. Ideally, these are made of synthetic, dry- 
 fit fabrics, which will keep you dry and warm.

i n s u l a t i o n  l a y e r

• Fleece or down parka.

o u t e r  l a y e r

• Windbreaker.
• Trekking pants (preferably ones that can 
 be unzipped into shorts). Jeans are not   
 recommended. 

m i s c e l l a n e o u s

• Comfortable hiking boots; preferably with  
 ankle support. Be sure to break-in new shoes  
 before arrival. 
• Sneakers or sports shoes for various activities. 
• Wool or synthetic socks. 
• Swimsuit.
• Flip-flops or sandals for use at the Puritama  
 Hot Springs or lagoons.
• Sunglasses.
• Wide-brimmed hat with neck strap to protect  
 yourself from the sun.
• Fleece or wool hat or headband to protect  
 your ears from the wind and cold. 
• Sunscreen and lip protection. SPF 30+   
 recommended. 
• Small backpack or hip-pack to carry   
 sunscreen, water, camera, extra layers etc. 
• For inside the hotel: light, informal clothing
  
explora considers elegance an interior virtue.
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the explorations

Every evening our guides meet with you in the 
bar/living room area of the hotel. There, they will 
explain all of the planned explorations available 
for the next day and help you choose the best 
exploration for you according to your interests 
and abilities. The maximum group size is 8 
travelers, along with a bilingual explora guide.

 Our treks, horseback rides, cycling explorations, 
high-mountain climbs and stargazing sessions 
will help you to discover Atacama’s ancestral 
culture and unique wildlife, and also get to 
know in-depth the varied natural landscapes that 
make up this vast territory.

The following menu includes descriptions  
of our main explorations; the itineraries can 
experience modifications at any time and 
without prior notice. The explorations are 
grouped by elevation and activity in order to 
safely acclimatize the body to the altitude 
accordingly. Please make sure to speak to 
an explora guide daily to know the exact 
explorations being offered. 

trekking 

Elevations: 2,400 – 3,000 m (7,800 – 9,900 ft)
These explorations can be taken 
from the first day.

h a l f  d a y

Cornisas
Duration: 2.5 to 3 hours, walking 1.5 to 2 hours. 
Distance by foot: 3.5 km (2.2 mi). Itinerary: 
Departure from Hotel de Larache by van (20 min.) 
towards the Llano de la Paciencia. Hike along 
the cornices of the Cordillera de la Sal, enjoying 
panoramic views of the San Pedro oasis, the Salar 
de Atacama, and the Andes. Exploration ends at 
the dunes of Valle de la Muerte. Return to hotel 
by van (15 min.). Level: Easy.

Kari
Duration: 2.5 to 3 hours, walking 2 to 2.5 hours. 
Distance by foot: 5.5 km (3.4 mi). 
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache along 
the road towards Calama (15 min.). Trekking 
through Kari Ravine, a small canyon formed by 
water erosion and bordered by enormous salt 
walls. Return to hotel by van (15 min.). Level: 
Easy, except for two, 10 foot-high (3 meter) 
vertical descents.

Guatín – Punta Del Inca
Duration: 3 to 3.5 hours, walking 2 to  
2.5 hours. Distance by foot: 3.6 km (2.2 miles). 
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache 
by van (35 min.) taking the road toward the 
Gautín settlement and the confluence of 
the Purtitama and Purifica rivers. Most of 
the hike is through a garden of Cardon and 
Opunsias. The hike follows the river through 
a canyon, crisscrossing it several times and 
eventually climbing down two dry waterfalls 
(approximately a 10 foot/ 3 meter drop). Finally 
walking out of the canyon we enjoy splendid 
panoramic views of Atacama. Return to hotel 
by van (35 min.). Level: Easy to Moderate (two 
10 foot-high (3 meter) vertical descents). 

Kamur 
Duration: 2.5 to 3 hours, walking 2 to  
2.5 hours. Distance by foot: 6.6 km (4.1 mi). 
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache by 
van (30 min.) towards the Moon Valley. Trekking 
through the Moon Valley allows travelers to 
appreciate the variations of sunlight and the 
spectacular landscapes of the Cordillera de la 
Sal. Return to hotel by van (30 min.). 
Level: Easy.

Chuschul 
Duration: 3 to 4 hours, walking 2 to 2.5 hours. 
Distance by foot: 5.4 km (3.4 mi). 
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache by 
van (45 min.) on the road to Calama, taking 
a detour on a dusty road towards the Salado 
River. After arriving at the riverside, the walk 
follows the river valley of Quetin. Along the 
way there are petroglyphs and the vegetation is 
mostly Brea shrubbery. During the walk we cross 
the river (the water level is not above the knees). 
The relatively flat walk ends in the Cuchabrache 
sector, where the van is waiting to return to the 
hotel through the Catarpe Valley (35 min.).  
Level: Easy 

Cuchabrache
Duration: 3.5 to 4 hours, walking 2.5 hours. 
Distance by foot: 5.6 km (3.5 mi). Itinerary: 
Departure from Hotel de Larache by van  
(25 min.) towards the source of the San Pedro 
River. We walk uphill to the summit plateau, 
where there are spectacular views of the green 
valley of Catarpe/ Cuchabrache contrasted by 
a view of the dry salt range and volcanoes in 
the distance. Great opportunity to experience 
panoramic vistas and enjoy the silence of this 
less traveled hike. Return to hotel by van  
(35 min.). Level: Easy.

Elevations: 3,000 – 4,000 m  
(9,800 – 13,200 ft)
These explorations can be taken 
from the second day.

h a l f  d a y

Guatín - Puritama
Duration: 4 to 4.5 hours, walking 2.5 to  
3 hours. Distance by foot: 5 km (3.1 miles). 
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache 
by van (35 min.) to Guatín. The trek begins 
climbing up and down, gaining a total of  
270 m (880 ft) along the way to Puritama 
located at 3,500 m (11,500 ft) above sea 
level. We begin walking eastward above 
a ravine for approximately 45 minutes, 
surrounded by ancient cacti. The trek 
descends down the ravine through pre-puna 
vegetation until reaching the bottom, where 
we find some ancient settlements and a river. 
The terrain is rocky at times. Arrive at the 
Puritama Thermal Baths for a chance to enjoy 
the warm pools and a light snack (bathing suit 
required; towels provided). Return to hotel by 
van (1 hr). Level: Moderate. 
*We recommend the trek for those who wish to 
acclimate for hiking at the next level of 4,000 m 
(13,200 ft) and above. 
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Elevations: 3,000 – 4,000 m  
(9,800 – 13,200 ft)
These explorations can be taken
from the second day.

f u l l  d a y

Rainbow Valley
Duration: 6.5 to 7 hours, walking 3 to 3.5 hours. 
Distance by foot: 6 km (4 mi). 
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache 
by van (1 hr) on the road to Calama, taking 
a detour toward the Grande River in the 
direction of Matancilla. Begin ascent, passing 
by petroglyphs. The magnificent view along the 
way of the Rainbow Valley and the Matancilla 
Mountain, explains the name Rainbow Valley, 
as we see a striking array of colors. Descend to 
reach picnic spot. Return to hotel by van (1 hr). 
Level: Moderate. 

Machuca - Río Grande
Duration: 6 to 8 hours, walking 4.5 to 5.5 hours. 
Distance by foot: 15 km (9.3 mi).
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache by 
van (1 hr) towards the picturesque village of 
Machuca (3,930 m/ 13,100 ft). Following a 
riverbed, we trek downhill approximately  
800 m (2,625 ft). Picnic lunch at Peñaliri.  
During the hike we might see burros, llamas, 
foxes and other local fauna. The rest of the trail 
winds along the edges of the crop terraces of 
Río Grande Village. Return to hotel by van (1 hr).
Level: Moderate, daypack required.

Tumbres Talabre
Duration: 7 hours, walking 4 to 4.5 hours. 
Distance by foot: 10 km (6.2 mi). 
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache 
by van (1 hr). Tumbre is located below the 
Lascar Volcano. Cross along the base of the 
mountain, descending into a gully until reaching 
the abandoned village of Old Talabre (when 
available, a member of the new Talabre Village 
accompanies the group). We enjoy a picnic 
lunch along the way. Level: Moderate. 

Elevations: 4,000 – 5,000 m  
(13,120 – 16,400 ft)
These explorations can be taken  
from the third day.

f u l l  d a y

Copa Coya
Duration: 8.5 to 9.5 hours, walking 3.5 to  
4.5 hours. Distance by foot: 6.8 km (4.2 mi).
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache by 
van (2 hrs) towards Tatio geothermal fields 
(4,320 m/ 14,180 ft). The hike follows an 
ancient “llaretero” road downhill, with a view of 
the volcanoes. Continue downhill until arriving 
at the bottom of the gorge. Next, trek uphill 
(328 m/ 1,094 ft) following an area of wind 
eroded rocks until arriving at several abandoned 
settlements. Continue along a steep ascending 
slope until reaching a windy saddle. Begin 
decent. Picnic at Tatio Geysers. Optional swim in 
Tatio Thermal Bath (bathing suit required; towels 
provided). Return to hotel by van (2 hrs).
Level: Demanding, day pack required. Weather 
conditions may affect itinerary.
*One of the required hikes in order to 
acclimatize before hiking volcanoes.

Kulamar 
Duration: 8 to 9 hours, walking 3.5 to 5 hours. 
Distance by foot: 10 km (6.2 mi). 
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache 
by van (2 hrs) southeast toward the altiplano 
and the Salar of Atacama. The walk starts at 
4,000 m (13,100 ft), going down toward one 
of the many salt flats of the Atliplano. We 
might see flamingos or other small birds in 
and near the lagoon. After descending 200 m 
(650 ft), we follow the border of the salt flat 
for approximately 1.5 hours. Then we ascend 
back to 4,200 m (13,780 ft), where the Salar 
de Aguas Calientes appears. Spectacular vista 
point. Descend to the lunch spot (we choose a 
place based on the climate conditions). Level: 
Demanding, day pack required. The terrain is not 
technical, but walking at altitude is demanding. 

Kimal
Duration: 9 to 10 hours, walking 4 to 4.5 hours. 
Distance by foot: 5 km (3.1 mi). 
Itinerary: Early departure from Hotel de Larache 
by van (2 hrs). This demanding hike starts at 
3,600 m (11,800 ft) along an un-defined, rocky 
trail. We ascend for 2 to 3 hours through scree 
and loose rock to reach 4,280 m (14,000 ft) and 
an exceptional view of the Atacama Desert and 
the Andes Mountains from a different angle. 
The descent follows a similar path—again taking 
measures to walk carefully through the loose 
terrain. Level: Demanding.

scenic explorations 
exploring by van combined with soft walks 

Elevations: 2,400 – 3,000 m (7,800 – 9,900 ft)
These explorations can be taken from  
the first day.

h a l f  d a y

Atacama Culture
Duration: 3.5 hours. Distance by van: approx. 
15 km (9.5 mi). Itinerary: Departure from Hotel 
de Larache by van to San Pedro, where we visit 
the main plaza, the town church, and the Padre 
Le Paige Museum. Next, take a van towards 
Pukará de Quitor, an old Atacameña fortress. 
There is an optional climb to the top of the fort. 
This exploration provides a good introduction to 
culture of this area. Return to hotel by van  
(20 min.). Level: Very easy. 

Salar De Atacama (Laguna Chaxa)
Duration: 3.5 hours, walking 30 minutes.
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache by 
van towards the town of Toconao, located  
38 km (23.5 mi) south of San Pedro de 
Atacama. Once in Toconao we visit the Plaza 
de Toconao, the Church, and the Bell Tower; 
all historic symbols of this town. After 25 
minutes of exploring the village and browsing 
its local markets, we make our way towards the 
“Reserva Nacional los Flamencos” at Laguna 
Chaxa, where the Salar de Atacama is located 
and bird watching is amazing. Return to hotel 
(1 hr). Level: Easy. 
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Elevations: 3,000 – 4,000 m  
(9,800 – 13,200 ft)
These explorations can be taken  
from the second day.

h a l f  d a y

Yerba Buena - Río Grande
Duration: 4 to 4. 5 hours, walking 1 to 2 hours. 
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache  
(45 min.) on the road to Calama, taking a 
detour to visit the Yerba Buena Petroglyphs. 
Next, we continue on until reaching the small 
town of Rio Grande, one of the prettiest in 
Atacama, where we stroll through the streets 
exploring the authentic place. Return by van  
to the hotel (1 hr). Level: Easy.

Elevations: 4,000 – 5,000 m  
(13,120 – 16,400 ft)
These explorations can be taken 
from the third day.

h a l f  d a y

Tatio – Puritama (North Altiplano)
Duration: 7 hours, walking approx. 1 hour at 
an altitude of 4,320 m (14,176 ft) through the 
geothermic field of the Tatio Geysers. Itinerary: 
Departure from Hotel de Larache at 5:30 am by 
van (aprox. 2 hrs) towards the Geysers del Tatio. 
Explore the geothermic fields for 1 to  
1.5 hours, before returning to the van to drive 
to the Puritama Thermal Springs (1.5 hrs at 
3,500 m / 11,500 ft). Opportunity to swim in 
warm pools and eat a light appetizer (bathing 
suit required; towels provided). Return to hotel 
by van for lunch. Level: Easy. *We visit the 
geysers early when the air is colder because  
it is the ideal time to appreciate the thermal 
steam due to condensation. 

f u l l  d a y

Salar De Tara (Eastern Altiplano)
Duration: 7 to 8 hours, walking 1 to 2 hours. 
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache by 
van (2 hrs) towards the eastern altiplano area, 
passing between Licancubur and Cerro Toco. 
The road hugs the Bolivian border and passes 
by the Quipiaco Lagoon at 4,600 m (15,100 ft) 
above sea level, before descending toward the 
Monjes de la Apacana. Drive off road across the 

altiplano, before reaching cathedral-like rock 
formations and the salt flat; habitat to atliplanic 
fauna and located approximately 4,200 m 
(13,800 ft) above sea level. We take a short 
walk before enjoying a picnic lunch. Return to 
hotel by van (2 hrs). Level: Easy. 

Salares Del Altiplano (South Altiplano)
Duration: 7 to 8 hours, walking approx. 1 hour.
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache 
by van (1 hr) toward the southern part of the 
altiplano, which includes the Salt Flat of the 
Miscanti Minique Lagoon, Aguas Calientes, and 
Tuyayito Lagoon, located over 3,960 m (13,200 
ft) above sea level. There we take a short walk 
followed by a picnic lunch. During the van ride 
back to the hotel (1 hr) we will pass directly 
through the altiplano, observing flora and 
fauna. Level: Easy. 

horseback riding

Horseback riding explorations described in 
the following pages have been designed for 
travelers with at least minimal riding experience 
who should feel comfortable controlling a 
horse in open spaces (level: easy). Some rides 
require more experience, such as the ability to 
walk, trot, and gallop along a trail for at least 
3 hours (level: moderate). Experienced rides are 
for those who are comfortable in the saddle for 
more than 3 hours and able to control a horse 
in all gaits and situations (level: difficult). explora 
has the finest Chilean and English saddles, 
leather half chaps, and helmets. Those who do 
not know how to ride a horse and would like to 
learn, or those who have some experience but 
would like to improve their riding skills, can take 
a short 30 to 40 minute lesson.  

Elevations: 2,400 – 3,000 m (7,800 – 9,900 ft)
These explorations can be taken from  
the first day

h a l f  d a y

Ayllus
Duration: 2 hours on horseback. Distance: 8 
km (5 mi). Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de 
Larache on horseback towards the Ayllus de 
Larache, Yaye, and Séquitor. Staying close to 
the perimeter of San Pedro, we see the Río San 
Pedro, where you can see diverse vegetation 
and local agrarian fields. Excellent introduction 
to riding in this area. Level: Easy. 

Solor
Duration: 2 hours on horseback. 
Distance: 9 km (5.6 mi). Itinerary: Departure 
from Hotel de Larache on horseback toward 
the east and the Ayllu of Solor—one of the 
most beautiful areas in this oasis due to its lush 
vegetation and classic adobe houses. Level: Easy. 

Valle De Quitor
Duration: 1.5 to 2 hours on horseback. 
Distance: 9 km (5.6 mi). Itinerary: Departure 
from Hotel de Larache on horseback. Ride 
through the northern part of the oasis to a 
viewing place of the Pukará de Quitor, Rio San 
Pedro, and the surrounding farmlands. Pass the 
nearby Cordillera de la Sal during the return trip 
to hotel. Level: Easy. 

Valle De La Muerte
Duration: 2.5 to 3 hours on horseback. 
Distance: 16 km (10 mi). Itinerary: Departure 
from Hotel de Larache on horseback, heading 
northwest. We follow the road to the Death 
Valley and pass through a canyon of gypsum 
salt and clay. As we exit the canyon, we are 
exposed to beautiful views within Death Valley 
where we ride through enormous sand dunes. 
Return to hotel along the same roads. 
Level: Moderate. 
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Dunas De La Chula
Duration: 2 hours on horseback. Distance: 10 
km (6 mi). Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de 
Larache on horseback to Cordillera de la Sal. 
On the way we are surrounded by panoramic 
views of the ayllus, the salt lake, and the Andes 
Mountains. The trail follows along dunes and 
rock formations. Level: Moderate.

Las Cornisas
Duration: 3 hours on horseback. 
Distance: 20 km (12.5 mi). Itinerary: Departure 
from Hotel de Larache on horseback towards 
Valle de Catarpe. We trot and gallop before 
climbing the cornices of Cordillera de la Sal, 
where we can enjoy panoramic views. We 
return by descending the dunes towards Valle 
de la Muerte. Level: Moderate.

Quebrada Del Diablo
Duration: 3 hours on horseback. 
Distance: 30 km (19 mi). Itinerary: Departure 
from Hotel de Larache on horseback to 
Quebrada del Diablo. This is a narrow and 
uneven road, with ascents, descents, leaps, and 
curves which requires trotting and cantering. We 
have great views of Cordillera de los Andes, the 
Salar (salt flat), and the oasis during the return 
to the village of San Pedro. Level: Difficult. 

Beter / Tulor
Duration: 3.5 hours on horseback. Distance: 
17.8 km (11.1 mi). Itinerary: Departure from 
Hotel de Larache on horseback to the southern 
ayllus of Tulor and Beter. We walk around the 
oasis and the desert, and then gallop through 
the dunes and nearby Beter’s ruins. Level: 
Moderate to difficult. 

Catarpe / Vilama
Duration: 3 to 4 hours on horseback. Distance: 
35 km (22 mi). Itinerary: Departure from 
Hotel de Larache into the Valley of Quitor and 
Catarpe surrounded by the Cordillera de la Sal. 
This exploration includes a visit to the Catarpe 
Church and a spectacular view of the Andes 
Mountains. There are descents, ascents,  
and small river crossings. Return to hotel 
through the San Pedro Village on horseback.  
Level: Difficult. 

biking

explora offers the opportunity to travel along 
desert trails and ridges on a mountain bike. 
Using the equipment we provide to assure 
comfort and safety, biking allows our travelers 
to fully enjoy the geography of Atacama. We 
provide helmets and strongly recommend using 
them as an important aspect of every bicycle 
exploration as well as sunglasses, sunscreen, 
and closed-toe tennis shoes or lightweight 
hiking boots. 

Elevations: 2,400-3,000 m (7,800-9,900 ft)
These explorations can be taken 
from the first day

h a l f  d a y

Laguna Cejar
Duration: 4 to 4.5 hours, on bicycle 1.5 to  
2.5 hours. Distance: 18 km (11 mi). 
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache by 
bicycle towards the south. We cross
the ayllus until we reach the entrance to the 
Salar de Atacama area, where we can observe 
vegetation specially adapted to the salty ground. 
The trail is flat, with some sandy areas as well as 
washboard areas dusted with chusca (powdery 
soil). Finally we reach a set of lakes where 
the Cejar Lagoon is located, and we have the 
opportunity to float in its salty water (bathing 
suit and flip-flops required; towels provided). 
Return to hotel by van (45 min.). 
Level: Easy, with some soft sandy sections. 

These explorations can be taken 
from the second day.

Moon Valley Circuit 
Duration: 3 to 4 hours (half-day), on bicycle  
2 to 3 hours. Distance: 23 km (14 mi).
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache by 
van along the road that connects San Pedro to 
Calama (20 min.). We start from the Llano de 
Paciencia toward the Moon Valley on packed 
gravel roads. The scenery is mesmerizing and 
the terrain is not technical, although there are 
several climbs and descents. Level: Moderate.

Piedra de la Coca 
Duration: 2.5 to 3 hours on bicycle.
Distance: 18 km (11 mi). Itinerary: Departure 
from Hotel de Larache by bicycle towards the 
Catarpe Valley. We take a detour on an old 
dirt road that goes up toward the Salt Range. 
We pedal through a historic tunnel before 
starting a zigzagging decent through dry river 
beds, which eventually leads us to Piedra 
de la Coca—an area with petroglyphs. We 
continue down through the Llano de Paciencia 
riding along more dried river beds and stony 
off-road terrain. The exploration ends when 
we meet the van waiting for us on the road 
to San Pedro. Return to hotel by van (20 
min.). Level: Moderate. Long option: Instead 
of ending the ride and returning to San Pedro 
in the van, add on the Moon Valley Circuit 
option for an additional 20 km (12.4 mi)  
of bike ride. Expect several climbs and 
descents. Only recommended for riders with 
experience and in good condition. Level: 
Moderate to demanding. 
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high mountain climbing

Elevation: 5,000 - 6,000 m  
/ 16,400 - 19,680 ft

These explorations can be done after completing 
previous acclimations, which include 1 full day 
above 4,000 m (13,100 ft) and 3 nights in the 
hotel. For those interested in high mountain 
climbing, you should discuss the details with one 
of our guides on the first day. Climbing high-
altitude mountains and volcanoes is extremely 
demanding. These explorations are suitable only 
for travelers who are in good physical shape and 
respond well to acclimatization. Travelers who 
have trouble with heights or heart conditions 
cannot participate. In some areas there are trails, 
although they are generally ascended through 
rocky terrain and steep slopes. There is always a 
chance of ice or snow. Climbing these mountains 
allows travelers to live the unique experience of 
being at high altitude; there are very few places 
in the world that allow you to access and climb 
above 5,000 m / 16,400 ft. It’s an experience of 
a lifetime! One can expect outstanding views 
with an amazing blue sky (generally), but the 
conditions change very quickly. Competition is 
not the goal (neither competing against oneself 
nor against others). 

Weather

The recommended season and the most stable 
weather for these climbs is between April 
and mid-December. During these months the 
temperatures are extremely cold (as cold as or 
colder than -25˚C/ -13˚F especially during June 
through August). 

From mid to late December until the end of 
March is the altiplanic rainy season (also know 
as the Altiplanic Winter). During this season 
the weather is less stable, and strong weather 
and electric storms can quickly surround the 
mountains. Temperatures are much warmer and 
can be extremely high during some parts of the 
day. There is always a chance of exploration 
cancellation due to changing weather. 

Equipment

All travelers must supply their own technical 
clothing and appropriate layers for warmth for 
these climbs.

This exploration can be taken 
from the fourth day. 

h a l f  d a y

Cerro Toco (5,604 M / 18,381 Ft)
Duration: 5 to 6 hours, approx. 2.5 hours 
trekking on the mountain (assuming normal 
conditions and no snow). Change in Elevation: 
Approx. 300 m (1,000 ft). Itinerary: Departure 
from Hotel de Larache by van (1.5 hrs). We 
begin the ascent at an old sulfur plant and ACT 
(Atacama Cosmology Telescope) at 5,300 m 
(17,380 ft). We climb along a steep, but well-
marked path for 1 to 2 hours. Toco is an ideal 
introduction to high mountain climbing and 
offers panoramic views of Chile, Bolivia, and 
the surrounding volcanoes. Level: Moderate. 

These explorations can be taken 
from the fifth day.

f u l l  d a y

Volcán Saciel (5,674 M / 18,600 Ft) 
Duration: 7 to 8.5 hours. Itinerary: Depart 
from Hotel de Larache by van (2 hrs) to arrive 
at a sulfur mine located between Bolivia 
and Chile and on the folds of the Sairecabur 
Volcano (5,300 m / 17,400 ft). Begin ascent 
on a steep, unmarked rocky trail. One will find 
much more wind on this ascent compared 
to the Cerro Toco. After 2 hours trekking 
arrive at the edge of the Saciel Crater and the 
summit with a spectacular view of inside the 
crater. Depending on the wind conditions, 
we decide where to safely descend. Return to 
the van and back to the hotel (2 hrs). Level: 
Moderate to demanding. 
 
Cerro Corona (5,291 M / 17,359 Ft)
Duration: 9 to 10 hours. 
Change in Elevation: 738 m (2,460 ft).
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache 
by van (2 hrs) towards Talabre. The ascent 
begins by trekking across volcanic rocks and 
boulders, lasting between 2.5 to 4 hours 
depending on snow conditions. On the 
summit, we enjoy amazing views of the entire 
volcanic arc of the Andes, including Lascar 
Volcano. We descend through numerous 
volcanic rock fields for 2 to 2.5 hours. We 
have lunch in the altiplano. Level: Moderate 
to demanding.

Volcán Sairecabur (6,010 M / 19,712 Ft)
Duration: 10 to 11 hours. 
Change in Elevation: Approx. 500 m (2,130 ft). 
Itinerary: Departure from Hotel de Larache by van 
heading north towards Azufrera Sasiel, where we 
will tour an old mine. Our drive continues, as we 
curve our way up to the Sairecabur Caldera—part 
of the Sairecabur Volcano Complex. Here we 
begin our ascent across loose rocks, stones, and 
boulders. We cross through an old, abandoned 
sulfur mine, before the final steep ascent across 
rocks and boulders. The summit is the highest 
dome of Sairecabur. Level: Demanding.

These explorations can be taken 
from the sixth day.

2  f u l l  d a y s

Volcán Licancabur (5,916 M / 19,404 Ft)
The following exploration, Volcano Licancabur, 
requires confirmation 60 days prior to arrival 
at explora. This exploration requires a visa 
to enter Bolivia. We spend a night in high 
altitude, camping at 4,600 m (15,000 ft). We 
are accompanied by a local Bolivian mountain 
guide. Tent, sleeping bag, mattress, and food 
are provided. Travelers must provide their own 
appropriate clothing and mountain hiking boots 
(ask for pack list). Duration: 2 full days.

Change in Elevation: Approx. 1,329 m  
(4,430 ft). Itinerary: Departure from explora’s 
Hotel de Larache by van, crossing the Bolivian 
border. Base campsite is located at 4,600 m 
(15,000 ft) above sea level. Time permitting; 
there is an optional walk to the Laguna Verde 
or Blanco. We go to sleep early because we 
will wake up at 3:30 am for an early morning 
ascent. We will use flashlights to make our way 
along a well-marked trail, after eating a light 
snack. Half-way up the volcano, we watch the 
sunrise over the Laguna Blanca and Laguna 
Verde. We reach the summit after 5.5 to 8 
hours, rewarded by a view of the crater and the 
world’s highest lagoon. Climbing down can be 
difficult due to the steepness of the descent, 
taking at least 3 to 4 hours. Along the way, we 
can explore the Inca ruins that we passed earlier 
in the dark. From there we return to base camp 
(1 hr) and then to explora Atacama (1.5 hrs) 
just in time for a hot shower and well deserved 
dinner. Level: Demanding. 

Acclimatization: Starting from day 6 and with 
at least 2 full day hikes above 4,000 meters 
(13,100 feet) completed. 
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explora atacama  | desert aliveRATES 
(Valid from April 2013 until March 2014)

PROGRAMS INCLUDE

• Transfers between local airport and your  
 explora destination. Transfer schedules subject  
 to change without prior notice. Inquire about  
 transfer schedules at each explora destination.
• Accommodations.
• Full board. 3 Meals per day. Bar.
• Daily explorations with bilingual guides and  
 equipment; boats, horses,vehicles and bicycles  
 (max group size: 8 travelers per guide).   
 Equipment varies at destination.
• All explora’s rates include entrance fee to  
 Nature Reserves.
 

NOTES

• Special rates for youngsters (up to 18 years  
 old) accompanying their parents are subject to
 availability based in double occupancy. 
• Additional bed for children (4 to 12 years old)
  sharing their parent’s room. Maximum one  
 extra bed per room. (Rapa Nui only in  
 Raa category)
• Children under the age of 3 complimentary  
 when sharing room with their parents.
• For Christmas and New Year in Patagonia and  
 Atacama, the programs have fixed check-in  
 dates with stays of 6 nights; and in Rapa Nui 
 the minimum stay is 4 nights.
• Rates are per person expressed in USD dollars
  and subject to change without prior notice.
• Rates in USD dollars are tax exempt according  
 to decree D.L 825 art. 12 for guests who are  
 foreigners, not residents of Chile and pay  
 in dollars.
• Travesía’s rates includes VAT.
• This information replaces and voids all   
 previous communications.

Changes and Cancellations

Any change to your confirmed reservation will 
be subject to availability and should be made at 
least 30 days before your arrival at the lodge.

Cancellation Fees

The following are cancellation penalties 
applicable according to time of cancellation:

Individual:
• 60 to 30 days prior to arrival at the hotel:  
 US$ 200 per room.
• 29 to 10 days prior to arrival at the hotel:  
 30% of the total cost of the reservation.
• 9 to 0 days prior to arrival at the hotel:  
 100% of the total cost of the reservation.

Groups:
• From 151 days prior to arrival:  
 US$ 200 per person.
• From 150 to 121 days prior to arrival:  
 50% of total reservation cancelled.
• From 120 to 91 days prior to arrival:  
 75% of total reservation cancelled.
• From 90 to 0 days prior to arrival: 
 100% of total reservation cancelled.

Special reservation conditions for Christmas  
and new year´s at explora

When making a reservation for Christmas or 
New Year’s at explora Atacama, the following 
conditions apply:
The full amount of the reservation will be 
required to confirm, payable within the deadline 
provided by our reservations department.

The penalty for cancellations will be:
• More than 90 days before arrival: No penalty.
• 90 to 61 days before arrival: 30% of the cost  
 of the reservation.
• 60 to 0 days before arrival: 100% of the cost  
 of the reservation.

PROGRAM 3 NIGHTS 4 NIGHTS 5 NIGHTS 6 NIGHTS 7 NIGHTS 8 NIGHTS

ROOM SGL DBL SGL DBL SGL DBL SGL DBL SGL DBL SGL DBL

Tulur 2.790 2.040 3.720 2.720 4.580 3.350 5.430 3.960 6.230 4.550 7.040 5.072

Yali 2.985 2.235 3.980 2.980 4.920 3.670 5.790 4.320 6.685 4.935 7.560 5.552

Suite Catur 4.170 3.240 5.560 4.320 6.850 5.320 8.100 6.240 9.310 7.189 10.560 8.048

PROGRAM 3 NIGHTS 4 NIGHTS 5 NIGHTS 6 NIGHTS 7 NIGHTS 8 NIGHTS

Family Plan
(13 - 18 years)

1.230 1.640 2.050 2.460 2.870 3.280

Adittional Bed
(4 - 12 years)

840 1.120 1.400 1.680 1.960 2.240


